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THE HARPENDEN SOCIETY

When the Harpenden Society was form ed in 1930, it was

"to  ex ert a s trong  local influence to safeguard the am enities of 
Harpenden and its  environs and to p re se rv e , develop and im prove 
the fea tu res of Harpenden which a re  p leasing  and those which 
prom ote the w ell-being  of its  inhabitants” .

The Society continues to care  fo r the am enities of today 's town and, through its  m em bership , 
seeks to re p re se n t the in te re s ts  of the re s id en ts . It m akes rep resen ta tio n s  to the local 
Council, the County Council and o ther A uthorities as to what should o r should not be done to 
p re se rv e  the town's distinctive ch a rac te r and to im prove on that ch a rac te r w here ap p ro p ria te .

It pays special attention to building development, roads, footpaths, open space, the prevention 
of d isfigurem ent by badly placed advertisem en ts , the unnecessary  destruction  of tre e s , the 
p reserv a tio n  of buildings of a rc h ite c tu ra l o r h is to ric  in te re s t and to the am elio ra tion  of any 
c ircum stances which d e trac t from  the am enities of the locality .

The Society’s work is  not re s tr ic te d  to c ritic ism  but is  d irected  to positive  p roposals and 
planning. It has a close working re la tionsh ip  with the Harpenden Urban Design Group and 
undertakes joint studies of the many problem s which a r is e  from  the tow n's rap id  growth and 
continuing urban isation .

The local Council often seeks the views of the Society, as the rep resen ta tiv e  am enity body fo r 
Harpenden, and we, in turn, support the Council w here it shows determ ination to p re se rv e  
the good fea tu res  of the town. The Society is usually  rep resen ted  a t local public enq u iries .

The Society 's a ffa irs  a re  conducted by a com m ittee of o fficers and up to twenty-one elected 
m em b ers. Sub-com m ittees a re  responsib le  to the m ain com m ittee fo r the various aspects 
of the tow n's am enities which they a re  se t up to deal w ith. The main com m ittee and its  
sub-com m ittees m eet reg u la rly  and keep the m em bers inform ed of th e ir  ac tiv itie s  through 
an occasional n ew sle tte r. In addition, the com m ittee a rran g es :

(i) Annual and Special G eneral M eetings. The fo rm al 
business is usually  followed by a sp eak er.

(ii) L ecture  m eetings which a re  open to the public.

(iii) An annual v is it to a p lace of h is to ric  o r a rch itec tu ra l 
in te re s t, o r one assoc iated  in any way with the objects 
of the Society.

(iv) An annual dinner:
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SUB-COMMITTEES AND WORKING GROUPS

Over recen t y e a rs  the Society has se t up sev era l sm all groups o r working p a rtie s  to study 
specific  m a tte rs  of local concern, w ith what p ro fessional o r expert guidance qualified 
m em bers a re  ab le  to g ive. The m em bers of the groups a re  not n e ce ssa rily  m em bers of 
the main com m ittee .

This policy is beginning to b ear fru it in that, through the groups, the Society is able to 
offer qualified and responsib le  advice or opinions which a re  of value to the A uthorities o r 
the community g e n e ra lly .

1. H arpenden Urban Design Group

This is  an independent body which consists of qualified a rch itec ts , 
eng ineers , town p lanners and m em bers of allied  p ro fess io n s . F o r 
the m ost p a r t they live in Harpenden but p rac tice  fu rth er afie ld .
They a re  the p ro fessional a rm  of the Society.

2 . Plans Sub-Com m ittee

This w as form ed as a re su lt of what seem ed, at tim es, to be re g re ttab le  
planning decisions by the A uthorities. It is the Society 's planning w atch­
dog. Its  m em bers sc ru tin ise  the local A uthority’s monthly lis t of planning 
app lications (which a re  subm itted for approval), and the Society’s 
re p re se n ta tiv e  and a rep resen ta tiv e  of the Urban Design Group look a t the 
plans, exam ine questionable applications in detail and then subm it com m ents 
in w ritin g  to the Council.

3. Upper Lea Valley Group

The Society and the Urban Design Group p rep ared  a joint re p o rt in 1971 
entitled  "T he Lea Valley in H arpenden". Subsequently a public m eeting was 
called and an "U pper Lea Valley Group" set up. This now functions as a 
v irtu a lly  autonomous body with the support of the Harpenden Society.

In addition to concerning itse lf  with the am enities of the valley the group is 
active in a num ber of w ays. It is  advocating the use of the fo rm er railw ay 
line as a public footpath to link with other public rig h ts  of way in the d is tr ic t.
It has a lso  undertaken, a t the d irec t request of the local authority , a study of 
the Council-owned lands bordering  the r iv e r .  Im plem entation of th is rep o rt 
is  now under way, some of the work being done by the Council itse lf  and som e 
by volun tary  labour, in work p a rtie s  organised by the s tee rin g  com m ittee of 
the U pper Lea Valley Group.

4. Town C entre W orking Party

This group consists  p rim arily  of Urban Design Group m em bers but includes 
a re p re sen ta tiv e  of the Harpenden Society. It is studying the fu ture of the town 
centre  in re la tion  to buildings, traffic , shopping, g reens and tre e s , s tre e t 
fu rn itu re  and gen era l am enity . The group consults with m em bers of the H erts 
County C ouncil's  Planning staff who a re  responsib le  fo r the town cen tre  p roposals 
and d iscu sses  developm ents in the Conservation Area with them  and with the 
local au th o rity . Probably the biggest single th rea t to the c h a rac te r of the town
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s til l  the apparen t lack of in tegration  at every  level of tra ffic  m anagem ent 
and urban design.

M ore recen tly  the group made a detailed survey of buildings within the 
C onservation A rea and recom m ended:

(i) that a sm all num ber of additions should be m ade to the 
Statutory L ist of Buildings of a rch itec tu ra l o r h is to ric  
in te re s t, and,

(ii) that the appearance of many o thers, including groups 
of buildings which do not in them selves reach  the 
s tandard  requ ired  for sta tu to ry  listing , is nev erth e less  
of a special quality without which the cen tre  of Harpenden 
would lose its  e ssen tia l ch arac te r: these should be 
p ro tec ted  against ind iscrim inate  dem olition.

5. Harpenden Common Sub-Com m ittee

This is  a joint working group of Harpenden Society and Urban Design Group 
m em b ers . It has commented on the C ouncil's p roposals  fo r re s tr ic tin g  
park ing  to specific  a re a s  of the common and has put forw ard its  own 
suggestions. It is  now considering the w ider aspec ts  of the common in the 
fu ture  in view of the in tensification of use  to which it is  being put. It is  
p rep arin g , a t the req u est of the local authority , a p rogram m e of conservation 
and positive  m anagem ent of the common and its  vegetation and t re e s .

6. Footpaths Sub-Com m ittee

This group was form ed to investigate the condition of local footpaths, to 
ensure  that access  is  not im paired  and to encourage th e ir  u se . It pays 
spec ia l attention to notices of c losure  and d iversion and m akes rep resen ta tio n s  
w here ap p ro p ria te .

7. Local H istory  Society

A sub-com m ittee  has recen tly  been form ed to explore the d esirab ility  of setting  
up a Local H istory  Society - possib ly  with its  own C en tre . Over recen t y ea rs  
an in c reas in g  in te re s t has been shown by local re s id en ts  in the h is to ry  of the 
town, and a W .E .A . Local H istory  c lass  is  a t w ork on a H isto ry  of Harpenden 
for the p re s s .  T here  is  a lso  a certa in  amount of m a te ria l available, in the 
form  of re c o rd s , p ic tu re s  and bygones to form  the nucleus of a local collection.
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8. N ew sletter

The Society publishes a period ic  N ew sletter to keep the m em bers inform ed 
of ac tiv itie s , coming events and m atte rs  of local in te re s t and concern .

OTHER POSSIBLE GROUPS

In addition to the work being undertaken already  by the foregoing sub-com m ittees, th e re  
a re  o ther m a tte rs  req u irin g  action for which groups might be form ed.

9. T rees  and Landscape

The tre e s  and open spaces in and around Harpenden a re  one of the m ain 
contributions to its  c h a ra c te r . It is e ssen tia l to safeguard  them  against wanton 
destruction  and to see that rep lacem ents a re  planted before m a tu re r specim ens 
die out.

A f i r s t  step  would be the p reparation  of a tre e  survey, covering the town a rea  
by a re a .

10. Rotham sted Park

A study of the existing fac ilitie s  for rec rea tio n  and spo rt which a re  available to 
the public might be made, together with the g enera l am enities and landscape. 
Following such a study it  would be possib le to m ake recom m endations in the 
light of local needs and national p o lic ies.

11. N atural H istory

To study the local flora and fauna, record ing  species and th e ir  habitats in the 
a rea , w ith a view to conservation and colonisation.

12. H isto ric  Buildings

T here  a re  a num ber of buildings in and around Harpenden of a rc h ite c tu ra l and 
h is to ric  in te re s t but few of these have been m easured  and re co rd ed . Such 
surveys could be undertaken to include plans, sketches and photographs.

13. G eneral Amenity

The Harpenden Society is  w ell aw are of the num erous sm all (and som e large) 
details  of our environm ent which do so much to c rea te  o r destroy  a town.
They need constant atten tion . Included under such a head would be pollution 
of any kind, clean s tre e ts , the problem s of litte r , rubbish  dumps and skips, 
e y e -so re s , sea ts , bus sh e lte rs , lighting columns, ra ilin g s , road signs and 
pockets of neglected w aste land. A working group could watch over these 
things and negotiate for good design, im provem ent or reclam ation  as 
ap p ro p ria te .



THE HARPENDEN SOCIETY

QUESTIONNAIRE

In the p receed ing  paper the p re sen t w ork of the Harpenden Society is  outlined together 
w ith som e p ro jec ts  it is  hoped can be undertaken.

P lease tick  YES o r NO

1. A re you a m em ber of the Harpenden Society a t p resen t?
(m em bership  form  attached)

2 . Would you be p rep ared  to help in any of the groups listed  below?

a) Harpenden Urban Design Group

b) Plans Sub-Com m ittee

c) Upper Lea Valley Group

d) Town C entre W orking Party

e) Harpenden Common

f) Footpaths

g) Local H istory  Society

h) N ew sletter

3 . Would you be p rep a red  to help in any of the groups listed  below if they 
w ere  form ed?

i) T ree s  and Landscape

j) Rotham sted Park

k) N atural H istory

1) H isto ric  Buildings

m) G eneral A m enities

4 . Have you any fu rth e r suggestions fo r groups which the Society should consider? 
(W rite below)
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5. Have you any specia l qualifications, ta len ts o r in te re s ts  which might be
beneficial to the Society (e .g . A rboricu ltu re, A rch itectu re , Town planning, 
Photography, Cartography, knowledge of Local H istory, e tc .)?  (W rite below)

6. Have you any suggestions for topics or speakers fo r the: 
(a) G eneral M eetings of the Society;

(b) L ecture M eetings.

7. Have you any suggestions of p laces to which the Society m ight m ake its  
Annual Visit?

8. Do you have any constructive c ritic ism  or comment on the gen era l w ork 
and organisation of the Harpenden Society?

S ig n a tu re ............................................... A ddress

Telephone No.

It would be appreciated  if th is questionnaire, when com pleted, could be 
re tu rn ed  to the Hon. S ec re ta ry  of the Harpenden Society
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THE HARPENDEN SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM

PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BECOME A MEMBER 
OF THE HARPENDEN SOCIETY AND RETURN THIS PAGE TO :

MRS D .A . BROWN,
Hon. M em bership Secretary ,
The Harpenden Society,
4 W heatham stead Road,
HARPENDEN.

I/W e d esire  to join the Harpenden Society and enclo se .............................a s  m y /o u r
subscrip tion  fo r the coming y e a r .

Name (C ap ita ls).......................................................................................................

A ddress .......................................................................................................

Telephone No

Date Signature

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION

The minim um  subscrip tion  is  50p for an individual and 75p fo r a jo in t/fam ily  m em bersh ip .

F o r those over 65 o r under 18 y e a rs  (or receiving fu ll-tim e  education), the minimum 
subscrip tion  is  25p fo r an individual and 38p for joint m em bersh ip .

The subscrip tion for m em bers joining the Society on o r a fte r 1st Septem ber in any y ear 
w ill be deemed to run until 31st D ecem ber the following y e a r .


